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1. The Green Party of Canada (GPC) supports the gradual increase of the Yearly 
Maximum Pensionable Earnings (YMPE) to $90,000 and a phased in increase in 
contribution rates to build CPP for current and future users. GPC is also concerned 
about aggressive investment strategy and advocates for investment that is less tied to 
daily market fluctuations. Currently 35% of seniors depend on GIS because CPP's goal 
is to replace only 25% of the industrial wage; raising that goal to 50% over several 
years would relieve the need for GIS and GIS funds could then flow to CPP. RRSPs are 
not an efficient way for people to save for retirement as many do not save adequately. 
The best way to provide seniors with adequate income and dignity when they retire is 
to gradually increase the YMPE and phase in the target income replacement to provide 
CPP that eventually replaces 50% of average pre-retirement income. 

 
 
 

2. Detailed labour market information (LMI) is necessary for businesses, educational 
institutions and communities to plan for the future. Building a more diverse Canadian 
economy will be aided by improving the accuracy, breadth and timely compilation of 
LMI. In 2009, Canada was unable to compile information on half the indicators used in 
a survey from the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development in 
comparing labour markets internationally. A high proportion of Canadians with post-
secondary education are under-employed in minimum wage jobs; lack of LMI is likely a 
factor. How do we know which businesses will need workers with specific skills and 
how can training programs and apprenticeships be planned and implemented without 
gathering information on all indicators being used by other nations in this global 
economy? 

 
 
 

3. GPC supports the need for a national transportation strategy. Toronto finally has a high 
speed rail connection from Union Station to Toronto International Airport. Passenger 
rail service in European countries is convenient and well utilized by locals and visitors 
alike. Rail service in Canada currently gives priority to freight over passengers. 
Passenger rail service has declined severely leading to more cars on busy highways; 
more cars means more Green House Gas air pollution, gridlock and collisions. GPC 
proposes to reduce rail shipment of diluted bitumen from Alberta by processing 
bitumen in that province thereby creating Canadian jobs rather than exporting them to 
other countries. High speed rail service along the Toronto- Montreal corridor as well as 
between Ottawa and Toronto would be given high priority. Expanding GO train service 
in this riding would require federal/ provincial cooperation and funding to expand rail 
service rather than buses to Peterborough. GPC supports the restoration of VIA 
passenger rail service to all major regional cities. 

 



 
 

4. GPC opposes the expansion of Alberta's oil sands and proposed pipelines such as 
Energy East that would carry raw product (diluted bitumen) to eastern ports and 
supertankers for ocean transport to other countries for processing. GPC supports the 
processing of oil sands bitumen in Alberta, thus providing employment for Canadians. 
The Ontario Energy Board has recently ruled that the economic and environmental 
risks of the pipeline outweigh the potential benefits for the Energy East project. GPC 
will restore and enhance Canada's environmental laws and ban supertankers on the 
B.C. coast. GPC would also introduce a moratorium on drilling for oil and gas in the St. 
Lawrence River and in the Arctic. Those 250 new jobs at GE Peterborough's large 
motor plant would also be created in the new clean technology economy that includes: 
bio-refineries; power generation; smart grids; industrial processing; extractive 
products; transportation; recycling, recovery and remediation; water and waste water; 
agriculture. 

 
 
 

5. Small businesses and sole proprietorships in the private sector employ 70% of 
Canadians. Tax breaks for large corporations over the years have not produced the 
jobs promised. I support the GPC plan to reduce business tax for small business to 9% 
as a way of stimulating our economy. I also support removing subsidies from fossil 
fuels (oil sands production comprises only 2% of GDP) and promoting clean 
technology (which already employs more Canadians than does the oil/ coal/ gas 
sector) and renewable energy from solar, wind, geothermal, tidal and biomass. 
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