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Z. Support for TransCanada’s  Energy East Project  – new jobs,  
investment and growth for Ontario  
Authored by the Greater Peterborough Chamber of Commerce, with the Belleville 
Chamber of Commerce, the Sarnia Lambton Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce 

 
Issue 
All Canadians should benefit from Canadian oil. Energy East is a rare nation-building 
opportunity that will move oil from the West to refineries and terminals in the East, 
creating jobs and economic growth in Ontario, while reducing our reliance on foreign 
oil.  
 
Background 
TransCanada is proposing to build a critical new piece of energy infrastructure that 
will directly connect western Canadian oil with eastern Canadian refineries and ports 
for the first time.  
 
The $12 billion Energy East Pipeline will draw upon Ontario’s vast resources of skilled 
tradespeople, professionals, manufactured goods and services – including the 1,100+ 
businesses in Ontario that currently supply Canada’s oilsands – with communities 
across Ontario seeing significant economic benefits. 
 
According to the Conference Board of Canada, Energy East will support more than 
4,200 direct and indirect full-time jobs in Ontario during the seven year planning and 
construction phases of the project. In addition, Energy East will generate nearly 1,400 
full-time jobs in Ontario during the first 20 years of operation. 
 
Most recently, GE Canada’s heavy motor plant in Peterborough was awarded a 
contract by TransCanada to build 85 large electric motors for some of the 72 pump 
stations which will be built along the pipeline. That’s 250 jobs in Peterborough and 
their central Ontario supply chain, if Energy East is approved. 
 
Over the past 18 months, TransCanada has spent more than $30 million for supplies 
and services related to the Energy East project in Ontario. 
 
In addition, the Conference Board predicts Energy East will generate $2.6 billion in 
additional tax revenues in the province during the construction phase and the first 20 
years of operation. Ontario’s GDP will get a major boost, estimated at $15 billion over 
the same period – by far the largest share of any province along the pipeline. 
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Energy East will also add $20 million per year in new property tax payments to 
municipal governments along the route in Ontario. 
 
Energy East has already garnered significant support from a diverse group of 
stakeholders across Ontario, including the Canadian Manufacturers and Exporters, 
Ontario’s Building Trades and three organizations representing over 120 
municipalities across Northern Ontario. All recognize the rare, nation-building 
opportunity Energy East represents. 
 
As with any national energy project, Energy East must first be approved by the 
independent National Energy Board. This review will have extensive public 
participation and will ensure the project is in the national interest based on economic, 
consumer and environmental considerations. 
 
Recommendation 
The Ontario Chamber of Commerce urges the Government of Ontario to:  
 
Support the Energy East project before the National Energy Board provided there are 
guarantees that the project will not have any negative cost or supply impacts on 
natural gas customers particularly in the affected areas of the existing natural gas 
pipeline between North Bay and Ottawa. 
 
Effective Date: May 2, 2015 
Sunset Date: May 2, 2018 
 

  


