
Growing the economy and spurring 
job creation are the main focus of 
the 2016 Emerging Stronger  
document.  The fifth and final  
economic agenda under the  
Emerging Stronger brand and  
released by the Peterborough and 
Ontario Chambers of Commerce (OCC) 
identifies 25 recommendations.  
These recommendations are 
designed to inform the government 
and the private sector on how to 
enhance Ontario’s economic  
competitiveness.

“This is a critical point for Ontario’s 
economy with a number of major 
legislative changes on the horizon 
for the business community. It's also 
an opportunity for the public and 
private sectors to work together to  
set the framework for future growth,” 
says Jason Becker, BDO Canada LLP 
and Chair of the Board of Directors, 
Peterborough Chamber of Commerce.

Emerging Stronger's recommendations 
 are grouped under five headings: 

1. Fostering a culture of innovation 
and smart risk-taking in order to 
become a productivity leader

2. Building a 21st century  
workforce

3. Restoring fiscal balance by 
improving the way government 
works 

4. Taking advantage of new  
opportunities in the global 
economy

5. Identifying, championing, and 
strategically investing in our 
competitive advantages in the 
global economy.  

Over the past five years, Emerging 
Stronger has identified a course of 
action aimed at making Ontario the 
best place in which to live, work, 
and invest and progress has been 
made in several areas including:

• Ontario remaining the North  
American leader in attracting 
foreign investment

• The provincial and federal 
governments are reinvesting in 
infrastructure

• The new Business Growth  
Initiative is committed to  
reducing the growing cost 
burden on business 

However, there are still some  
challenges that remain around: 

• Electricity rates 

• Skills 

• Employment insurance, 

• Labour productivity 

• Labour market information 

• Immigration

• Ontario Retirement Pension 
Plan.  

“Ontario businesses are looking for 
stability and economic certainty,” 
says Allan O’Dette, President & CEO, 
Ontario Chamber of Commerce. “It 
is important that public policy  
address the concerns of the  
business community.”

The OCC's Business Confidence 
Index is the most comprehensive 
survey of business opinion in the 
province. It serves as the second 
informative piece of the Emerging 

Stronger document and shows that 
business confidence is at a five-year 
low. Ontario business leaders are 
increasingly concerned with the 
state of the Ontario economy, with 
only about 30 percent of businesses 
confident in the provincial economy.  
Their worries centre around 
uncertainty throughout the global 
economy, the financial state of the 
province and the growing cost of 
doing business in Ontario.   

However, businesses also recognize 
that a brighter future can be had 
by continuing to build a skilled 
workforce, supporting innovation 
and taking advantage of global 
opportunities.

The full Emerging Stronger report 
can be found at  
peterboroughchamber.ca

Comment through the  
"Peterborough Chamber" group  
of LinkedIn.  

contact:  Brian Bulger at 741-1400

Insurance for small business
that’s anything but small

FOR FIRMS 
WITH 1-50 
EMPLOYEES 

Internet | Telephone | Security More than you expect

Service so good, it’s beyond belief!
Nexicom consistently exceeds our expectations. With Nexicom, we can make 

a local phone call, talk to a real person, and get results in a timely manner.

Not only that, they actually call us back and ask if everything is OK.  
That level of service is beyond belief... 

And we didn’t expect that.

Jeff, Susan and David
Brant Basics

Walton Wood Farm’s hand 
cream included in the Four 
Seasons Hotel’s gift bag for SAG 
Nominees

Congratulations to Walton Wood 
Farms for having their hand cream, 
Winter’s a B*tch, selected as swag 
for the Four Seasons Hotel’s gift 
bags. These gift bags will be  
presented to the Screen Actors 
Guild (SAG) nominees, in addition 
to being given to the entire cast 
of the movie The Revenant. You 
can see more of the Walton Wood 
Farms products on their website 
waltonwoodfarm.com and follow 
their story on Twitter  
@waltonwoodfarm and on  
Facebook. 

East City Flowers is moving to a 
new location, 159 Douro Street

Janet McLeod will be moving her 
landmark East City Flower Shop to 
another landmark location, the for-
mer East City Bakery at 159 Douro 
Street. Keep an eye out for a March 
Grand Opening. For more informa-
tion, visit their website,  
eastcityflowershop.com and follow 
them on Twitter @EastCityFlowers 
and Facebook. 

The Canadian Canoe Museum 
has announced the design for 
their new building

Congratulations to the Canadian 
Canoe Museum who have unveiled 
the design for their new 

building! The design was submitted 
by Heneghan Peng architects and 
includes a series of sustainable  
features. The Canadian Canoe  
Museum houses the world’s largest 
collection of canoes, and is  
currently located at 910 Monaghan 
Road, Peterborough. The new  
location will be the Peterborough 
Lift Lock, with construction plans to 
begin as early as 2017. For more  
information, visit their website 
www.canoemuseum.ca and follow 
them on Twitter  
@CndnCanoeMuseum and on 
Facebook.

Member Milestones:  
peterboroughchamber.ca/member-
milestones.html

Member Milestones: Making their mark 

Top Left: Sandra Dueck addressing the delegates.  Bottom: Incoming Chamber Board Chair Jason 
Becker of BDO & Chamber President & CEO Stuart Harrison (2nd row) participate in the policy 
debate at the CCC AGM in Ottawa

CCC: Gathering Storm: Why markets are in for a wild ride
2016 has been a terrible year for 
markets: global share prices have 
fallen 8% while emerging markets 
shares have fallen 13%—the worst 
start to a year on record. Currencies 
were also hit hard with the Brazilian 
real down 36% and Mexico’s peso 
tumbling 20%. But the most dreadful 
results have been in commodities 
where oil prices briefly fell to $26 per 
barrel. Why the panic?

The biggest factor roiling global 
markets is that monetary tightening 
is pulling liquidity out of riskier assets 
after an unprecedented era of cheap 
liquidity. It’s something we’ve never 
seen before and we’re unsure how 
markets will react.

During the great recession, the U.S. 
Federal Reserve dropped interest 
rates to zero and flooded the banks 
with cash to avoid a chaotic financial 

crisis. The funds available to the U.S. 
financial system quintupled from 
$800 billion to just over $4 trillion. 
This prevented banks from failing but 
it also had unintended consequences.
Where did all this money go? It 
pushed investors towards riskier  
assets via an effect known as  
portfolio rebalancing. As government 
bond yields dropped to zero,  
investors moved into higher-yielding 
riskier assets such as corporate 
bonds. As those returns declined, 
other investors moved from bonds 
into equities and then into even 
riskier assets such as emerging  
market currencies and commodities. 
But quantitative easing is now 
over: interest rates will keep rising 
throughout 2016, and this flow of 
funds is reversing. 

We’re in for a rough ride in 2016. But 
there are bright lights in the global 

economy. In fact, much of the fleeing 
cash is returning home to improved 
prospects in Europe, Japan and the 
United States. Stronger growth in rich 
countries is great news for Canadian 
exporters of services and  
manufactured goods.

Hendrik Brakel, Senior Director,  Economic, 
Financial & Tax Policy.

Content Before Design and 
the Evolution of Websites 
Chamber Boardroom 
175 George Street North
12:00pm – 1:00pm
Speaker:  
Alysha Dominico,  
Tangible Words 
Cost: Free (bring your own lunch) 
Sponsor: Bell
Note: Pre-registration is required

WEDNESDAY  
February 17th, 2016
(Chamber & WBN  
members only)

Event Calendar

THURSDAY  
February 11th, 2016

8:30am - 10:00am
Speaker/Topic:  
Consultation with Ministry of 
Labour on enforcement results, 
future enforcement strategies and 
integration with Ontario's Health 
and Safety Strategy.     
Cost: Free to attend
Note: To register email: 
sandra@peterboroughchamber.ca

MNR Building  
300 Water Street 

 175 George St. N., Peterborough, ON 
Tel: 705.748.9771 

www.peterboroughchamber.ca

Business Success from a 
New Perspective
New Canadians Centre  
221 Romaine Street
4:00pm – 6:00pm

Details: Join the Chamber 
to celebrate new Canadian 
entrepreneurs, employment and 
opportunities, success stories 
and challenges from newcomer 
business owners and tours of 
the New Canadians Centre. 
Find out the latest on the Syrian 
refugee resettlement in  
Peterborough.

TUESDAY,  
February 2nd, 2016

Business challenges also offer opportunities 
• By Sandra Dueck, Policy Analyst, Peterborough Chamber of Commerce 

STRENGTHENING BUSINESS 
BE SEEN BE HEARD BELONG

VOICE OF       BUSINESS

Carousel Restaurant  
116 Lansdowne Street East
Coffee’s on at 7:00am  
Speakers from 7:30 – 8:30am
Speaker: Jeannine Taylor,  
Publisher kawarthaNOW.com 
"Media, Market, Message -  
Digital Marketing  101" 
Cost: Pay for your breakfast

TUESDAY  
February 9th, 2016

www.peterboroughchamber.ca

                  

Info Night  
February 3rd    5:30pm 
Chamber Boardroom
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