
Let’s talk about broadband and why 
we are calling on the province for 
more investment in this area.   

As technology continues to evolve 
broadband is an important piece of 
business infrastructure – similar to 
roads, bridges and electricity.  

“Local businesses in Peterborough 
and area are becoming increasingly 
dependent on internet access for 
their everyday business practices,” 
says Stuart Harrison, President & 
CEO, Peterborough Chamber of  
Commerce. “High-speed internet 
access has become a necessity for 
doing business in today’s economy 
and it is critical that all regions 
across Ontario have access to this 
essential infrastructure.” 

While the Peterborough Chamber 
and the Ontario Chamber of  
Commerce acknowledge broadband 
investments made by the Government 
of Canada in the recent federal 
budget, internet access continues to 
be an issue in parts of Ontario. 

“EORN [Eastern Ontario Regional 
Network] fully supports the  
Chamber’s call for more provincial 
investment in high speed internet 
and mobile broadband services,” 
said Dave Burton, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors. “While we have 
made significant progress in  
expanding access to high speed 
services across Eastern Ontario over

the past few years we know there 
are still gaps and capacity issues to 
be resolved.  We also know that our 
economic future is tied to the ability 
of our local businesses to grow their 
markets and customer base through 
the Internet.  Helping local small 
businesses prosper will strengthen 
not only our communities but help 
the Province as a whole prosper,” 
added Burton.

The Chamber Network has identified 
three key recommendations that 
have been presented to the  
provincial government:

1. Develop a broadband  
investment strategy that  
acknowledges that broadband 
is an essential infrastructure 
investment and creates space 
for continued private sector 
investment

2. Build partnerships across all 
levels of government in order to 
leverage funding and respond to 
local need. 

3. Benchmark Ontario’s internet 
speeds and access to ensure 
that we keep pace with other 
jurisdictions.

Universal access to high speed 
internet is becoming more important 
than ever for business and government  
operations, with government  
services increasingly shifting to  
online platforms. By working with 
the Peterborough and the Ontario 
business community, government can  
develop broadband policy that is  
responsive to existing and future 
needs. 

To date we have seen extensive 
private sector investment in fibre 
and a supportive government policy 
can help amplify the opportunity for 
further investment. 

contact:  Brian Bulger at 741-1400

Insurance for small business
that’s anything but small

FOR FIRMS 
WITH 1-50 
EMPLOYEES 

Internet | Telephone | Security More than you expect

An ideal relationship
Nexicom has been one of the main sponsors of 4th Line Theatre from the beginning  
and our relationship has always been something special.

Like us, they are an independent enterprise that started small and has grown over the years. 

But more than that, they are mentors who take a personal interest in our activities and 
inspire us to succeed.

They have never wavered in their enthusiasm for what we do and that’s a level of 
support that I did not expect. 

Rob Winslow,  
Founder & Creative Director, 4th Line Theatre

CCC: Reaction to Canadian Free Trade Agreement

Chamber highlights the business case for broadband 
By: Sandra Dueck, Policy Analyst, Greater Peterborough Chamber of Commerce

STRENGTHENING BUSINESS 
BE SEEN BE HEARD BELONG
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This spring, the Peterborough  
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Kawartha Chamber of Commerce 
and Tourism have partnered with 
the Ontario Chamber of Commerce 
to bring the Small Business Too Big 
To Ignore campaign to our members.  

This campaign will highlight the 
important contributions of small 
business to our economy and  
communities, and actively engage 
small businesses in investigating 
the top barriers to small business 
growth - and identify solutions to 
overcome those challenges. 

We are asking our members to take 
a moment and fill out this survey 
found at:

peterboroughchamber.ca/small-
business-too-big-to-ignore.html 

You can also read the results of two 
roundtables held with small 
 business in June.  

The Peterborough Chamber is 
strengthening business.  

Contact:  
Sandra Dueck 705.748.9771 x215

The Canadian Chamber of  
Commerce (CCC) reacts with  
cautious optimism to the  
announcement that Canada’s  
Premiers have reached an agreement 
in principle on internal trade. It is  
expected that the Canadian Free 
Trade Agreement, once  
implemented, will allow for freer 
trade within Canada and contribute 
to eliminating regulatory barriers  
between provinces and territories. 
This has been a long-standing 
demand of the Canadian Chamber, 
outlined most recently in the Top 
10 Barriers to Competitiveness for 
2016.

“The agreement in principle that 
was announced today is a step in 
the right direction, but we hope to 
see more concrete measures soon. 

This is a priority issue for business, 
and the sooner we can eliminate 
interprovincial barriers to trade, the 
sooner our economy will benefit. 
Premiers have had a lot of time 
to work on this, and the business 

community expects to see results,” 
explained the Hon. Perrin Beatty, 
President and CEO of the Canadian 
Chamber of Commerce. “We’re 
happy to see that the provinces’ will 
be including many of our  

recommendations to the agreement, 
but right now we need to see a 
defined plan,” he continued. 

The announcement indicates some 
progress in the way the provinces 
work with each other on  
interprovincial trade, an area where 
we need major changes to benefit 
business, consumers and  
governments across the country. 

"We’re very pleased that the  
provinces will be moving to a  
‘negative list’ approach, which will 
now list only exclusions to free trade 
between provinces. All other goods 
and services will now be  
automatically included. This  
approach will contribute to  
eliminating trade barriers and make 
decisions on exclusions more  
transparent,” said Mr. Beatty.

Your responses will help form a 
report to the provincial government, 
which will be released during Small 
Business Week in October.  
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