
Peterborough City Council has  
approved the 2017 budget.  What 
will you see in it?  A two percent  
increase in the general levy and 
a .72 percent increase for capital 
funding support for a total of 2.72 
percent. 

Let’s take a look at some of the 
budget highlights for business as 
presented in the budget highlight 
book:

On the operating side, the Tax Ratio 
Reduction Program proposed by the 
Peterborough Chamber of Commerce,  
Kawartha Manufacturers  
Association, and Peterborough and 
the Kawarthas Association of  
Realtors for the Commercial and 
Industrial property owners will  
continue on the timeline established 
in the 2016 budget. This means that  
Peterborough businesses can 
continue to remain competitive with 
similar businesses in other  
communities. For example, consider 
two businesses in the same sector 
with the same bricks and mortar 
footprint. In the past, the business in  
Peterborough could be paying up 
to $30,000 more in taxes than the 
business in the other community.  
The Tax Ratio Reduction Program is 
designed to even the playing field 
with other Ontario communities and 
bring the City of Peterborough into 
the province’s range of fairness. 

The City will pay 1,052.6 full and 
part-time equivalent employees 
$98.7 million for salaries and  
benefits in 2017.

On the capital side, the 2017 budget 
includes 193 projects totaling 
$79 million.  The money raised 
through the one percent increase for 
capital funding will be used to help 
increase 
the amount of money the City can 
safely borrow by $16.6 million.  

Some of the projects on the table 
include: 

• Library Renovation and  
Expansion

• Peterborough Humane Society 
Funding for new building

• Low floor specialized transit 
vehicle

Also receiving a push forward is the 
Charlotte Street renewal and Louis 
Street Urban Park project. $700,000 
is included in the 2017 budget.  
However, another $2.1 million will 
be required to complete the work.  
When done, it's anticipated the  
project will help stimulate renewal  
in the Downtown Core and the  
Charlotte Street West Business 
District.   

The new arena facility project to 
replace the Northcrest Arena will 
receive $1.2 million in 2017.  This 
money will be used to get a detailed 
design completed and Request for 
Tender (RFT) documents prepared.  
Beyond 2017, $30.3 million will be 
required to complete the project.  
City staff expect about $11.6  
million to come from development 
charges, leaving the City to fund 
$18.7 million from other sources 
including user fees, community  
sponsors, grants or tax supported 
debt financing.

The City has also submitted an 
application to the Ontario 150 
Community Capital Program for 
a $300,000 grant supporting the 
$600,000 rehabilitation of Barnardo 
Park in 2017.  

An always contentious issue is the 
Police Services Budget, which has 
been approved in full for operations, 
with a suggestion to delay replacing 
a vehicle for a year as a way to save 
money.  The total budget is just 
under $25 million. 

The budget process is one of  
reflection and sets the blueprint for 
action for the coming year.  It’s a 
process that happens in individual 
communities and has an impact on 
all citizens.  

In a recent interview for the  
Chamber's Business 911 program, 
Peterborough City CAO Allan 
Seabrooke spoke of the importance 
of capital projects and how  
improving the city helps with  
business attraction and retention.

The budget process is not one that 
exists in isolation.  A municipal  
budget is also reflective of the  
political environment and policies at 
the provincial and federal levels.   
Consider the new federal funding for 
public transit infrastructure.  Those 
projects can happen at a faster pace 
with federal funding.  But this type 
of funding is not always available 
and may only be available to use in 
a specific year.   

At the provincial level, after many 
years of downloading services to 
municipalities, there has been some 
uploading of services back to the 
province.  But there is one area in 
which chambers of commerce and 
boards of trade are asking for reform 
and that is in the interest arbitration 
system.  Interest arbitration is the 

only legal mechanism available to 
Ontario municipalities for settling 
disputes from contract negotiations 
with essential service providers.  The 
call is to ensure that this system 
reflects the municipality’s ability to 
pay increased costs (Obstacles and 
Opportunities: The Importance of 
Small Business, OCC 2016). 

This is a good budget, a responsible 
one, but remember it still does not 
solve all of the City’s issues.  There 
are still a lot of infrastructure dollars 
needed for capital projects and  
raising those dollars will be a  
continuous challenge.   

contact:  Brian Bulger at 741-1400
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They see the potential in all Fleming graduates
It doesn’t surprise me that, over the years, Nexicom has provided career opportunities for more 

than 50 Fleming graduates. After all, as a good corporate citizen who supports local events and 
organizations, Nexicom is also committed to community prosperity.

And they don’t just hire from the obvious programs, like business administration and 
computer engineering, they’ve also recognized the potential in graduates from tourism, 

hospitality, and community & justice services programs.

In fact, they’ve hired graduates from more than 30 different programs!

 And I didn’t expect that.

Dr. Tony Tilly 
President, Fleming College

Member Milestones: awards and a new start

Budgeting for 2017    
By: Sandra Dueck, Policy Analyst, Greater Peterborough Chamber of Commerce
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Local hotel wins company-wide 
award

The Best Western Plus Otonabee Inn 
has received the Best Western  
Chairman's Award. It is the hotel 
chain's highest award for  
outstanding quality standards. The 
award is given based on  
cleanliness and maintenance  

inspections.  Congratulations to the 
Morrison family and staff!

For more: 

hotelsinpeterboroughon.h. 
bestwestern.com/ 

New ownership for Peterborough 
EATS

Peterborough EATS Cafe recently 
underwent a change of ownership, 
transferring from COIN - the  
Community Opportunity and  

Innovation Network, to Derek Bull 
and Darcy Madigan. COIN founded 
the Peterborough EATS Cafe as a 
social enterprise over 13 years ago. It 
operated in the Peterborough Public 
Library for the last ten years, recently 
moving to Peterborough Square 
under the new owners.

More: ptboeats.com
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Elaine Laliberte, Manager of the 
Peterborough Lions Community 
Centre (left) is the winner of  
the $1,000 #LoveLocalPTBO  
campaign. 
Elaine is excited to spend her 
winnings at the Peterborough  
Examiner, Mark's and  
Lansdowne Place Mall. 

The grand prize $1000 draw 
winner can choose to spend 
their winnings at one or any of 
our #lovelocalptbo sponsors. 
#lovelocalptbo is a major public 
awareness campaign of the 
Peterborough Chamber of  
Commerce and encourages 
residents to “keep your town in 
business by keeping your  
business in town”.
We would like to thank our 
2016 sponsors.  Their support 
allows us to keep the awareness 
of loving local going all year 
round.  
For more on how your business 
can be a sponsor of this  
campaign contact Karen August: 
karen@peterboroughchamber.ca
Watch for the #lovelocalptbo 
banners at our Chamber events 
in 2017.
And don't forget to share your 
Peterborough experiences with 
us on Twitter @ptbochamber 
and #lovelocalptbo
You can find more information 
about the campaign at 
peterboroughchamber.ca/love-
localptbo

What you need to know 

• Total budget is $313 million+

• Approved taxes include:

• 2% general levy and .72% 
for capital projects for a 
total tax increase of 2.72%

• Operating Budget

• Tax Ratio Reduction 
Program will continue as 
scheduled in 2016

• City will employ just over 
1,000 people

• Capital Budget
• 193 projects 

• Library renovation
• Funds for Trent Research 

and Innovation Park
• New arena 

• Road improvements 
include:
• Charlotte Street  

Renewal
• Chemong Widening
• Upgrades on Brealey

Congratulations to 
our 2016  

#lovelocalptbo 
grand prize draw 

winner!
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