
The Peterborough housing market, 
like others on the periphery of the 
GTA, is experiencing a supply  
shortage and an increase in prices.   
In March, according to the latest 
numbers from the Peterborough 
and the Kawarthas Association of 
Realtors (PKAR), home prices were 
up 32.5% over March 2016 with 
an average home price of almost 
$399,000. 

More and more, housing is coming 
up in discussions with employers.  
How can they build a productive 
workforce when finding housing 
can be a barrier to hiring?  What 
does it mean if young families and 
first time homebuyers can’t afford 
to put down roots in the city?  If 
these families are pushed into the 
rural areas, what are the impacts on 
infrastructure and other socio- 
economic factors such as education 
and transportation? 

When new subdivisions come online 
(there are a few in the hopper with 
the City and a number of townships) 
what are the impacts on roads, tax 
base, and other basic infrastructure 
etc?  Will people be able to move 
about with ease to their employment? 
What are the space requirements 
and how do those requirements 
match up to the Province’s growth 
plan?

In response to the situation, the 
Government of Ontario has  
introduced Ontario’s Fair Housing 
Plan.  The plan will introduce 16 
measures targeted at addressing 
both the supply and demand side of 
the housing market.

“The Plan covers a wide range of 
housing issues, and these actions 
run in concert with numerous steps 
already taken,” says Ben vanVeen,

Realtor, Century 21 United Realty 
and Treasurer of the Chamber Board 
of Directors. “I, along with many 
others, will have to wait to see if 
they create a more stable  
environment for renters, buyers, and 
sellers alike."

The Ontario Chamber of Commerce 
(OCC) has provided a brief overview 
of some of the more substantial 
policy measures introduced as part 
of the plan.

Actions to Address Demand for 
Housing
Implement a new 15 percent Non-
Resident Speculation tax (NRST) on 
the price of homes purchased by non 
citizens or permanent residents of 
Canada or by foreign corporation. 

Actions to Protect Renters
Expand rent control to all private 
rental units in Ontario, including 
those built after 1991. 

Actions for Municipalities

• Introducing a targeted $125 
million, five year program to 
encourage the construction of 
new rental apartment buildings 
by rebating a portion of  
development charges

• Providing flexibility to  
municipalities to use property 
tax tools to enhance  
development opportunities
• The City of Peterborough is  

considering phasing out the 
Vacancy Rebate Program and 
will be holding consultations 
on the proposal with the  
community

• Creation of a new Housing  
Supply Team of dedicated  
provincial employees with a 
mandate to identify barriers to 
housing development projects

Other Actions 
• Working with municipalities to  

better reflect the needs of 
a growing Greater Golden 
Horseshoe through an updated 
Growth Plan

• Establish a Housing Advisory 
Group that will meet quarterly 
to provide ongoing advice 
about the state of the housing 
market and discuss the impact of 
measures announced in the Fair 
Housing Plan

• Along with the 16 point plan 
the government also intends to 
review the Residential Tenancies 
Act (RTA) and the legislation 
governing realtors 

The OCC Position
We are encouraged that the  
government has committed to  
working with municipalities to 
remove the barriers to getting more 
new homes and listings on the  
market faster.  While we acknowledge 

that the government is taking action 
to ensure affordability, we believe 
that measures should target  
increasing supply and protecting 
landlords while encouraging new 
opportunities for growth. We  
encourage the province to keep a 
close eye on what impact these new 
policy measures will have on  
housing supply going forward.

Peterborough Chamber Position
As is the OCC, we will be keeping 
an eye on how these measures are 
working for our communities.   We 
are committed to keeping the  
Chamber’s 900 members informed 
about the City of Peterborough’s 
re-examination of its Vacancy Rebate 
program and any public  
consultations or information  
gathering opportunities.  
Peterborough is in a unique position 
to be a great landing place for 
employers and for new businesses to 
be created and grow.  Housing is a 
foundation of that equation. 

contact:  Brian Bulger at 741-1400

Insurance for small business
that’s anything but small

FOR FIRMS 
WITH 1-50 
EMPLOYEES 

Internet | Telephone | Security More than you expect

We like playing ping-pong...  
but not with customer service reps

As the mother of two very active girls, my life can get crazy busy. Add a full-time job and part-time 
graduate studies and I don’t have a minute to waste during my day.

So, if I have an issue with my Internet service, I can’t afford to spend time on the phone being 
ping-ponged from one customer service rep to another. That’s why I love dealing with Nexicom. 
Within moments of calling, I can speak to someone who will answer all of my questions and 
solve my problems. No waiting. No ping-ponging. 

When I speak to a customer service rep at Nexicom, I’m treated more like a neighbour than  
a number. And I didn’t expect that.

Tammy, Abbey, Cassie

Housing is part of the foundation of a strong economy 
By: Sandra Dueck, Policy Analyst, Greater Peterborough Chamber of Commerce

STRENGTHENING BUSINESS 
BE SEEN BE HEARD BELONG

VOICE OF       BUSINESS

www.peterboroughchamber.ca

                  

Celebrate Your Hard Work
Meet Mike Doherty with Dohjo Muay 
Thai & Fitness.  Mike was one of the 
profiled 4-Under-40 at last year's 
Peterborough Business Excellence 
Awards! 

The ‘4-under-40’ Profile Program 
is designed to recognize individuals 
in our community who are under 

the age of 40 and who are 
making their mark in the 
Peterborough area. Their  
individual achievements 
may be recognized through 
business success, community 
involvement and/or  
contributions to the not-for-
profit sector. 

We strive for balance,  
ensuring a diverse group of 
finalists to profile in terms of 
business niches, gender, and 
ethnic background.  
We look for compelling 
stories that highlight business and 
community leadership. 

When asked about winning Mike had 
this to say: "I’m just glad that what 
I’m offering them added value to 
their life enough that they went out 
of their way to nominate me.  I think 

it’s cool that way.  I’m really thankful 
for that."

Nominations for the Peterborough 
Business Excellence Awards are 
open!

Go to:

excellencepeterborough.ca

peterboroughchamber.ca

Experience 
    China

Oct 11 -21, 2017

7 Reasons Why You Should 
Include Do-It-Yourself 
Video in Your Marketing 
Strategy

Chamber Boardroom 
175 George Street North

12:00pm – 1:00pm
Speaker:  
Lynn Teatro, Teatro
Details: There is an enormous 
variety of video types for you to 
use for content marketing. Learn 
the benefits of content marketing 
with videos, the many styles, the 
where, the when, and the how 
of Do-It-yourself Video Content 
Marketing.  
Cost: Free (bring your own lunch)
Sponsor: Bell
Note: Pre-registration is required

WEDNESDAY  
May 17th, 2017
(Chamber & WBN  
members only)

Event Calendar

Chamber AM Meet Up:
Benefits of an Accessible 
Business
The Carousel 
116 Lansdowne Street East
Coffee's on at 7:00am 
Speakers from 7:30-8:30am
Speaker: Jason King
Details:  Learn about the 
benefits of an accessible business 
and manageable steps to  
achieving accessibility.
Be ready with your 30 second  
elevator pitch to tell others 
what's going on in your business.
Cost: Pay for your breakfast

TUESDAY 
May 9th, 2017

CHAMBER
AM

Premier Kathleen Wynne and Jeff 
Leal, Minister of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs and Minister 
Responsible for Small Business, 
released the following statement:

"The supply-management system 
allows hard-working Ontario  
farmers and processors to 
consistently meet the demand for 
safe, high-quality products for  
Ontario and Canadian consumers.  
Our government continues to 
strongly support the integrity of 
Canada's supply-management  
system, both nationally and in  
Ontario, which has served  
producers, processors and  
consumers well for almost half a 
century.

We commend Ambassador David 
MacNaughton and Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau for their support of 
supply management and the mutual 
benefit of the existing dairy trade 
with our U.S. partners.

Ontario is the biggest customer of 
20 states, and the second-largest of 
eight more. New York and Wisconsin 
have Ontario as their biggest  
customer, with Ontario-New York 
trade totalling $24.8 billion and  
Ontario-Wisconsin trade totalling 
$8.2 billion in 2015. Both states 
enjoy a trade surplus with Ontario, 
which supports hundreds of  
thousands of good jobs on both 
sides of the border. The agri-food 
sector is a fundamental driver of 

the shared economic prosperity of 
Ontarians, New Yorkers and  
Wisconsinites, with more than $28.8 
billion exchanged in Ontario-U.S. 
agri-food trade in 2016 alone.

Today, Ontario wrote a letter to 
Governors Cuomo and Walker 
underscoring the value of this 
economic partnership and the good 
jobs it creates on both sides of the 
border.

Our partnership with the United 
States is based on mutual respect 
and economic benefit. We will 
continue to closely monitor trade 
relations between Ontario and the 
United States and will stand up for 
the interests of Ontario farmers and 
processors every time."

Statement to support Dairy Farmers from Premier and Minister

PBX @ Peterborough Inn 
& Suites
312 George Street  
North 
4:00pm – 6:00pm
Details: Join us to learn more 
about this downtown hotel. PBX 
is a great opportunity for the 
business community, employers, 
consumers, and community  
agencies to make valuable  
connections.  
Bring your business cards and get 
ready to get connected to the  
Peterborough business  
community.
Cost: Free, courtesy of  
Shorelines Slots at Kawartha Downs

TUESDAY,  
May 2nd, 2017
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