
Member Milestones

•	 Century 21 United Realty Inc 
has added Tom Sangster to their 
team.

•	 The Brent Upper Memorial Ball 
Tournament raised more than 
$21,000 for Canadian Mental 
Health Association, Haliburton, 
Kawartha, Pine Ridge.

•	 Peterborough Volkswagen 
will be hosting the 3rd annual 
Volksfest in the Kawarthas on 
September 8th.

•	 Mister Transmission is growing 
and looking to hire a mechanic.  

•	 Park Place Financial has moved 
their main office to 845 Hwy 7 
East.

•	 The Peterborough Regional 
Health Centre is hiring a  
Nutrition Aide. Closing date is 
August 17, 2018.

•	 Lift Lock Escape will be having 
their official Grand Opening 
ceremony on August 21st from 4 
PM to 6 PM.

•	 Congratulations to Swish  
Maintenance on their  
acquisition of Kemsol Products 
Ltd. of Regina, SK. "It enhances 
our national distribution network 
and retail Swish Clean-it Centre 
stores in Canada and builds on 
our strong position in North 
America," explains Andre Peters, 
CEO of Swish Maintenance.

Featured Member Discount  
Program:  Intellectual Property 
Services

Chamber members, send your  
Member Milestones to  
reception@peterboroughchamber.ca 
or call 705-748-9771 x 0.

06.

The provincial government has  
announced that they intend to  
introduce a combination of online 
and regulated private retail to 
address the upcoming legalization 
of cannabis.  It’s a move that is 
supported by the Chamber Network.  
The Ontario Chamber of  
Commerce (OCC) has advocated for 
a private-sector, licensing-based, 
and locally-oriented approach for 
the distribution of recreational  
cannabis since commitments for  
legalization were made by the 
federal government in 2016.

“We would like to stress that safety 
and social responsibility must be the 
first and overwhelming priorities of 
any distribution system, taking into 
account larger concerns about the 
underground economy, health and 
safety, and the administrative 
impact on municipalities,” says 
Rocco Rossi, President & CEO, 
Ontario Chamber of Commerce. “We 
look forward to continuing to work 
with the government during their 
consultation process with all  
stakeholders to ensure this  
approach is carefully designed to 
grow Ontario’s economy and build 
shared prosperity for all.”

Ministers Vic Fedeli and Caroline 
Mulroney state that under the new 
plan private retailers will have to 
follow a series of provincial rules, 

such as prohibiting the sale of 
cannabis to anyone under the age 
of 19.   

Online sales will begin immediately 
following the legalization on 
October 17th, with the private retail 
model to follow on April 1, 2019.  
Leading up to that date the  
government will be conducting a 
series of consultations.   
Consultations will include  
municipalities, Indigenous  
communities, businesses, law 
enforcement, and public health 
advocates.  The consultations will 
also be used to determine specific 
rules including the types of eligible 
businesses that will be able to sell 
cannabis, the roles of municipalities 
and First Nations and how to protect 
children.  

Ontario is not the first province to 
go this route; Manitoba,  
Saskatchewan and Alberta are also 
choosing to implement a private 
retail model, while the private 
retail model has yielded economic 
benefits in several US states. 

In the 2016 approved policy  
resolution, the submitting chamber 
details the economic benefits to 
Colorado and Washington since 
they legalized cannabis.  In 2014, 

Colorado retailers sold $386 million 
USD of medical and $313 million 
USD of recreational marijuana, 
totalling nearly $700 million USD 
in sales.  These sales generated $63 
million USD in tax revenue and an 
additional $13 million USD collected 
in licenses and fees.  The state’s  
Department of Revenue projected 
that marijuana sales in the state 
would exceed $1 billion USD in 
2016.

Blueprint Letters for Making 
Ontario Open for Business

In July, the OCC wrote to each 
provincial Cabinet minister,  
outlining a blueprint to execute over 
the next four years that will help 
make Ontario open for business. 
In these letters, we asked that the 
current plan for distribution be 
re-evaluated prior to the October 
17 legalization date, and that the 
government consider the following 
principles in the process of policy 
design:

•	 Eliminate the underground 
economy;

•	 Limit points of access;
•	 Empower communities;
•	 Invest in addiction prevention 

and treatment; and

•	 Ensure products are subject to 
best-practice health regulation.

Ultimately, the government says 
consumers will only be allowed 
to use recreational cannabis in a 
private residence, including the  
outdoor space of a home.   
Recreational cannabis use will not 
be allowed in any public spaces, 
workplaces or motorized vehicles.   
The province is also planning to give 
municipalities a one-time window to 
opt-out of permitting a physical  
cannabis store within their  
boundaries. 

The Peterborough Chamber of 
Commerce has held several sessions 
on marijuana and the workplace 
and the responsibility of employers 
and employees.   A recap of a panel 
from our 2017 Business Summit is 
available on our YouTube channel – 
Peterborough Chamber.   

We would like to hear from our 
members and business community 
about their thoughts on the  
government plan.  

Reach us at: 
sandra@peterboroughchamber.ca

peterboroughchamber.ca/blog

contact:  Brian Bulger at 741-1400
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The 
recipe for  
excellence

Congratulations to the finalists and winners  
of the 2018 Business Excellence Awards. 

Your vision, determination and teamwork  
are the ingredients for success – and an  
inspiration to us all.

Ontario consultations on cannabis retail model coming 
By: Sandra Dueck, Policy Analyst, Peterborough Chamber of Commerce
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