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116 Lansdowne Street East

Province releases made-in-Ontario environmental plan
By: Sandra Dueck, Policy Analyst, Peterborough Chamber of Commerce

The 54-page document featuring
almost 120 action items outlines
how the government will approach
various aspects from outlining
where the province is today to protecting our air, lakes and rivers, addressing climate change, reducing
litter and waste in our communities
& keeping our land and soil clean to
conserving land and greenspace.
Did you know that? “measured
against the same base year of
Canada’s target under the Paris
Agreement (2005), the province’s
total greenhouse gas emissions
have dropped by 22% – even while
the rest of Canada saw emissions
increase by 3% during that same
time.”
In a submission to the Ministry
ahead of the plan release, the
Ontario Chamber of Commerce
encouraged the government to
approach their plan with four
principles in mind, in order to strike
the right balance between
protecting our environment and
supporting a prosperous economy.

Coffee's on at 7:00am
Speakers from 7:30-8:30am
Cost: Pay for your breakfast
Speaker: Terry Guiel,
Executive Director, DBIA
Details: The Chamber Breakfast
meetings are a great way to
fuel up for your busy workday.
Network with fellow Chamber
members, have a delicious fresh
breakfast and enjoy a short
presentation from our guest
speaker.
Note: Pre-registration encouraged

These principles were:
1. Design smart regulations
The government was encouraged
to reduce red tape, fix the waste
management system and take an
outcome-based approach to
environmental regulation.
2. Invest strategically in
sustainable innovation
By doing this the government can
offer more help to the private sector
to commercialize and export local
innovation, leverage the industries,
such as nuclear, that were essential
in helping Ontario transition away
from coal, engage in sustainable
procurement that recognizes
products and goods that
demonstrate efficient energy use
and environmental stewardship,
and collect a return on government
investment.
3. Support community resilience
This includes encouraging municipal
use of asset management planning,
adjusting building codes to reflect
new innovations and support the
retrofit economy.
4. Foster collaboration
Collaboration is key to ensuring
success and government needs to
work with stakeholders to
understand and share data that can
be useful to policy development.
Collaboration will also encourage
the breaking down of silos within
government and across future
partnerships.
After the release of the province’s
plan, OCC President & CEO Rocco
Rossi commented, “As Ontario’s
business advocate, we are pleased
the Government of Ontario is taking
steps to strike an appropriate
balance between protecting our
environment and supporting a
stronger economy. Today’s plan
will help us achieve global targets
under the Paris Agreement, while
also prioritizing transparency, fiscal
sustainability and business
competitiveness. We are
encouraged to see that the Ontario
government has taken steps to
address all four priority areas. With
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the business community already
navigating excessive regulatory
burdens, we urge the government
to continue to prioritize and
consider impacts on the private
sector when implementing the new
standards and policies announced
in the plan.”
The plan is now in the 60-Day
consultation period with the
following identified by government
as the next steps:
“• Continue to consult with the
public and engage with
Indigenous communities
Throughout the environment plan
we have identified areas of action
and key initiatives. These are areas
where we are engaging with
stakeholders and Indigenous
communities to develop new
approaches that support our
common goals for environmental
and climate leadership.
• Establish an advisory panel on
climate change An advisory panel
on climate change will be
established to provide advice to
the Minister on implementation

and further development of actions
and activities in our plan specific to
climate change.
• Begin implementing priority
initiatives Some of these initiatives
are already underway and we
will begin implementation of the
remaining initiatives following
consultation.

“While the agreement falls short
of what North American business
sought, it generally maintains
tariff-free access for Canadian
products, retains the labour
mobility provisions, strengthens
intellectual property protections,
and ensures Canada has access to
the most crucial aspects of dispute
settlement.

However, much work remains to
be done. We are now entering a
difficult ratification process in the
United States. It is crucial that our
government and Canadian and U.S.
businesses continue making the
case to U.S. legislators that speedy
ratification is important for all three
countries to enjoy the benefits of
trade certainty.
Additionally, the United States’
illegal tariffs on Canadian steel and
aluminium remains a major concern
for the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce and its members.
Canadian exports do not pose a
national security threat to our
closest ally.

• Dylan and Connor Reinhart
have officially opened The
Boardwalk Board Game
Lounge at 261 George Street,
just south of King.
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Member Milestones
• Congrats to the 2018 winner
of Innovation Cluster's Cubs'
Lair, Jeremy Brooks of AVROD
(VR in Archeology)! Part of the
prize pack is a Chamber
Membership. Runner up was
Chamber member Dylan
Trepanier of Alexander Optical.
• Second Story Wedding Shop
has launched their Wild Horse
collection.

• Five Counties Children's
Centre celebrated its sixth
annual fundraiser at
Winterfest in both Peterborough
and Lindsay. They surpassed
their fundraising goal of
$25,000.
• Congratulations to Bob
Gauvreau of Gauvreau &
Associates CPA for being
named a Fellow of CPA Ontario.
• The City of Peterborough is
now accepting applications for
the citizen appointments to
boards and committees. They
are due by December 14.
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• Measure and report on
progress We want Ontarians to see
how our plan is helping them save
money and improve the quality of
their lives and communities. We are
committed to reporting regularly on
the progress we make on our plan
and to developing key indicators of
progress because we believe that
transparency is important to the
success of this plan. We are also
committed to reviewing the
environment plan every four years.”

Full Events Calendar:
peterboroughchamber.ca/
events

You can provide your feedback on
the plan through the following link.
Chamber members, we will be
looking for your input through a
survey.

BUSINESS 1st & 3rd each month

peterboroughchamber.ca/blog
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WEDNESDAYS

REFERRALS CLUB

Details: Generate more
business through a structured,
positive, and professional
referral program that enables
you to develop long-term,
meaningful relationships with
other business professionals.

CCC: Reaction to signing of USMCA
The recent signing of the United
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
is an important step toward greater
economic certainty, but significant
work remains before Canadian
businesses can be satisfied, says
the Canadian Chamber of
Commerce in a statement:
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The Ministry of Environment,
Conservation and Parks has
released its Made-in-Ontario
Environment Plan titled “Preserving
and Protecting our Environment for
Future Generations”.

More info:
Siam Grobler
siam@peterboroughchamber.ca
So, while the Canadian Chamber
welcomes the signature, the federal
government must continue pressing
for a full and permanent exemption
for Canada from the United States’
tariffs. These tariffs harm Canadian
competitiveness and only weaken
North American supply chains.”
Read more on the Canadian
Chamber blog: chamber.ca

FOR FIRMS
WITH 1-50
EMPLOYEES

Insurance for small business
that’s anything but small
contact: Brian Bulger at 741-1400

Featured Member Discount
Program: Got an idea? Need
to patent it? Prima IP can help.
Intellectual Property Services
SAVE 10% on Professional Fees for:
• Consulation with Marcelo K. Sarkis, P.Eng.;
Registered Patent Agent
• Preparation and filing of a Canadian patent
application
• Preparation and filing of an industrial design
registration in Canada

Intellectual Property Services
www.PrimaIP.com
www.PrimaIP.com

Call 705-775-4448

Chamber members, send your
Member Milestones to
reception@peterboroughchamber.ca
or call 705-748-9771 x 0.

www.peterboroughchamber.ca
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1 2 3 0 L a n s d ow n e St. W
705.748.9570

6 3 K e nt St. W
705.878.8908
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