Event Calendar
WEDNESDAY
March 20th, 2019
Building a
Cohesive
Leadership Team
Chamber Boardroom
175 George Street North
12:00pm - 1:00pm
Speaker: Dennis Geelen, Zero
In
Details: The culture & health
of an organization depends
greatly on the behavior of the
senior leadership team. Learn
the building blocks of what is
required for a leadership team
to be cohesive and all working
towards the same goals of the
organization
Note: Bring your lunch.
Preregistration required as
space is limited.

What business is saying ahead of budget season...
By: Sandra Dueck, Policy Analyst, Peterborough Chamber of Commerce

With the 2019 Federal budget
coming down on Tuesday and the
recent announcement that the
provincial budget will be released
on April 11th we thought it worth
a look back at our pre-budget
requests.
The Chamber represents about 900
members in the city and county
of Peterborough. These members
employ approximately 25, 000
residents.
We had the unique opportunity to
bring together our membership for
roundtable sessions at the
Peterborough Chamber of
Commerce on November 16th,
2018 (federal), January 25th and
February 7th (provincial). From
those sessions, it’s clear that there
are number areas with business
impact.

TUESDAY
March 26th, 2019
The Economy &
Workforce

Federally, members participating in
the roundtable discussed:
• the impact of steel and
aluminum tarriffs on
manufacturing
• concerns about taxation and
passive income
• the impact of CETA and TPP on
agriculture
• support for passenger rail in
Peterborough
• access to talent

At the provincial roundtables the
following issues were mentioned by
our members.
Not-for-Profit Innovation
Among them is the request from
our not-for profit members to have
the flexibility to be innovative in
their programming by having
budget buckets instead of line by
line reporting. This would afford
them the ability to future plan
effectively.
Workforce
Many of our employers spoke to
the need for skilled and unskilled
labour to fill their job openings in
core Peterborough industries such
as agriculture and construction.
Suggestions from the group
included more high school specialist
programs, reaching students at an
earlier age to introduce them to
different career paths and
retraining opportunities that are
flexible enough to work for the
employee and the employer.
Broadband
Generally, it was expressed that
broadband should be a focus to
connect communities and improve
business competitiveness.

approved two policy positions for
our advocacy program. Both are
focussed on the apprenticeship
framework by encouraging more
flexibility of ratios, particularly for
businesses in smaller urban and
rural centres, and keeping two parts
of the Ontario College of Trades as
that arms-length body is dissolved.

Taxes
There was agreement to bring the
marginal tax rate below 50% to
leave more money in the pockets of
Ontarians.
Government & Legislative
Compliance
Participants at both roundtables
expressed concern with the number
of government touchpoints they
must experience and encouraged
goal-setting to reduce that number
for businesses and not-for-profits.
Legislative compliance has a cost
and a productivity toll, particularly
on smaller operations.

The Ontario Chamber of Commerce
pre-budget submission includes a
request from the Peterborough and
Kingston Chambers of Commerce
to increase the heads and bed levy
on public institutions and then tie it
to the Consumer Price Index. Doing
so would help our municipalities
achieve a more realistic return on
providing services, which in turn
would help the businesses and
residents of impacted communities.

On the issue of improving
government accountability, there
was a desire to see less
rebranding of government
ministries and programs, and
the suggestion that an effective
navigation or concierge service for
business and not-for profit
organizations would improve
communication between the
government and its constituents.

The Peterborough Chamber of
Commerce recognizes that Ontario
has debt and deficit challenges and
that focussed leadership through
this time will be crucial to our
overall competitiveness.
The federal budget will be released
on March 19th and the provincial
budget on April 11th.

Peterborough Chamber Policy
Resolutions
The Peterborough Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors has

peterboroughchamber.ca/blog

5 Reasons Why a Vacation Is Good for Business
By: Alita Fabiano, Canadian Chamber of Commerce

Most Canadians get around two
weeks of vacation a year, some
even more, however according to a
survey conducted by ADP Canada,
only one in three Canadian workers
actually take their full vacation
time and around 28% of Canadians
report they only use about half of
their allotted vacation time a year.
Having a healthy work-life balance
not only can help an organization's
overall productivity, but is
imperative to having a mentally
healthy workplace.
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Member Milestones
• Community Counselling
and Resource Centre's Casey
Ready will be retiring in April.
They will be celebrating with
Casey on Wednesday, April 10,
2019, 4 to 6 PM at the Knights
of Columbus, Bishop Doyle
Room, 317 Hunter Street West.
RSVP to ccrc@ccrc-ptbo.com.
Their new Executive director
will be Kirsten Armbrust.
• The recipients of the
Peterborough professional

engineers awards for 2019
were Marcelo Konig Sarkis, P.
Eng. of Prima IP (Citizenship
Award - For society
betterment within an
engineering context), Deborah
Keay, P. Eng. of D.M. Wills
Associates Ltd. (Citizenship
Award - For society betterment
outside of an engineering
context) and Kenneth Smith, P.
Eng. of D.M. Wills Associates
Ltd. (Engineering Achievement
Award - Young professional).
• INSPIRE The Women’s
Portrait Project will exhibit
in the SPARK Photo Festival
at the Venture North Building
April 1-30, 2019. INSPIRE is a
photographic celebration of
inspirational women
organically nominated within
our community.

Here are five reasons why using
that vacation time is a positive for
your personal life, but your
professional life as well:
1. Helps relieve you of your work
and daily stresses
2. Resets your focus and
productivity when you return
3. Gives you new stories to tell
around the office
4. Expands your mind and
creativity
5. Bolsters your positive outlook
on life

The Venue
Peterborough
286 George Street North
11:00am - 1:30pm
Speakers: Ashley Challinor,
VP of Policy, Ontario Chamber
of Commerce & Trevin Stratton
Ph.D, Chief Economist,
Canadian Chamber of
Commerce
Details: Our speakers will
provide a glimpse into the
Ontario and Canadian
economies. Followed by a
discussion on workforce
moderated by Sandra Dueck.
Note: Pre-registration required
as this is a ticketed event.

TUESDAY
April 2nd, 2019
Ganaraska Financial
Credit Union
823 Park Street
South
4:00pm – 6:00pm
Details: PBX is a great
opportunity for the business
community, employers,
consumers, and community
agencies to make valuable
connections.
Bring your business cards and get
ready to get connected to the
Peterborough business
community.
Cost: Free, courtesy of
Shorelines Casino Peterborough
FOR FIRMS
WITH 1-50
EMPLOYEES

Insurance for small business
that’s anything but small
Jenn Brown, Florida

contact: Brian Bulger at 741-1400

Featured Member Discount
Program: Hertz: Getting you
from here to there with the
Chamber Corporate Discount
Corporate Discount @ Hertz
We’re here to get you there.
Save up to 10% off the base rate.*
*The CDP savings applies to Base Rental Rate only. Taxes, tax reimbursement, fees, surcharges and optional service charges,
such as refueling, are not included. Discounts vary by rental date, location and vehicle type. Discounts in local currency upon
redemption. Advance reservation is required. Age, driver, credit and qualifying rate restrictions for the renting location apply.
Blackout periods may apply. ® Registered Trademark of Hertz System, Inc., Used Under License. © 2018 Hertz System, Inc.

Peterborough Location:
9975 Clonsilla Avenue,
Peterborough
(705) 748-9288
Click on this box to get
the discount code and
make your reservation.

Chamber members, send your
Member Milestones to
reception@peterboroughchamber.ca
or call 705-748-9771 x 0.

Your Security is Key.

www.peterboroughchamber.ca

In the business world, Nexicom is known for great phone
and internet solutions.
But did you know, we have also been voted
Peterborough’s favourite security systems provider?
To find out more and add some piece of mind to your
business, contact one of our security specialists today.
2019 Reader’s Choice Award winner
best Security Systems provider

Internet | Telephone | Security

www.nexicom.net

More than you expect

